About Colma

Early settlers arrived in Colma nearly 150 years ago. They built a community at the base of the
San Bruno Mountains with farms, a school and cemeteries.

Neighboring San Francisco passed an ordinance in 1902 prohibiting all interments within its
boundaries. The rapidly growing city looked south to San Mateo County for the land it needed,
and in 1924 this search led to the incorporation of the cemeteries established a quarter of a
century earlier, as the City of Lawndale.

Over the years, businesses and a small residential district grew around the cemeteries. In
1941, the U.S. Postal Officials requested that the name be changed because there was another
city in Southern California named Lawndale. At that time the name was changed to the Town
of Colma. The following charts are based on information collected from the 2000 Census.
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Population by Gender
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Population Characteristics
Racial and Gender Composition Total Percent
Caucasian 576 48.4%
Black or African American 17 1.4%%
American Indian and Alaska Native 0 0%
Asian 282 23.7%
Native Hawaiian and Other Pacific Islander 3 0.3%
Some other race 232 19.5%
More than one race 81 6.7%
Total 1191 100%0
Hispanic or Latino (of any race) 523 43.9%
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Sales Tax Comparison®

Town of Colma
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Colma Major Employers

Business Name

# of Employees

Business Type

Cardroom with

Lucky Chances 674 Restaurant, Coffee Shop,
Bar and Gift Shop
Target 251 Retail
Home Depot Pro 219 Retail
Home Depot 205 Retail
Serramonte Ford 140 Automobile Dealership
Kohls 112 Retail
Best Buy Stores, LP 108 Retail
Nordstrom, Inc. 94 Retall
Lexus of Serramonte 80 Automobile Dealership
Honda of Serramonte 74 Automobile Dealership

**pbased on currently issued business licenses as of 6/03/09




