
The Town of  Colma known worldwide as the “City of  
Souls,” is the smallest city in San Mateo County with 1,509 
residents and 1.5 million “souls.”  However, Colma is more 
than just 16 cemeteries.  Colma’s commercial buildings make 
a distinct architectural statement resulting from design 
standards that encourage Spanish-Mediterranean motifs.  
Colma boasts an old-world charm all its own, from its brick-
paved residential streets and ornamental street lamps to its 
restored historical museum and railroad depot located at its 
5,500 square foot Community Center.  The state-of-the-art 
Police Station complements the architecture of  the historic 
and charming Town Hall across the street. Within its two 
square mile boundary, the Town enjoys a strong tax base 
with two shopping centers, one of  Northern California’s 
most complete collections of  car dealerships, and a 
cardroom.  There are two BART stations nearby.  

COMMUNITY PROFILE 

Town of  Colma 

 
UNIQUE SERVICES 
PROVIDED TO 
RESIDENTS: 

 
 RECREATION 

PROGRAMS AT 25-
60% OF COST FOR 
ADULTS AND 15-30% 
OF COST FOR YOUTH 
AND SENIORS 

 
 STORM WATER 

DISCHARGE FEES AT 
NO COST 

 
 FREE BASIC CABLE  
 
 ANNUAL TOWN 

PICNIC AT NO COST 
       
 ANNUAL TOWN 

ADULT HOLIDAY 
PARTY AT 13% OF 
COST 
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Source: PlaceWorks, 2015.
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About Colma 
             

Early settlers arrived in Colma nearly 150 years ago.  They built a community at the base of the 
San Bruno Mountains with farms, a school and cemeteries. 

Neighboring San Francisco passed an ordinance in 1902 prohibiting all interments within its 
boundaries.  The rapidly growing city looked south to San Mateo County for the land it needed, 
and in 1924 this search led to the incorporation of the cemeteries established a quarter of a 
century earlier, as the City of Lawndale.  

Over the years, businesses and a small residential district grew around the cemeteries.  In 
1941, the U.S. Postal Officials requested that the name be changed because there was another 
city in Southern California named Lawndale.  At that time the name was changed to the Town 
of Colma.   

POPULATION AND DEMOGRAPHICS 

As shown in the chart below, the current population of Colma is 1,509, the State of California 
Department of Finance estimate. The population increased in 1986 due to an annexation of 
existing housing units to the Sterling Park neighborhood. 

 

Colma is more diverse than San Mateo County as a whole. Only a third of the residents are 
white (compared to well over half in the county) and almost half are Asian. Over the past 
decade, the white population has declined while the Asian population has grown. Approximately 
25 percent of the residents are non-white or more than one race. Additional, 40 percent of the 
population is Hispanic. Latino or Hispanic is not a separate racial category on the American 

395 395 
295 

480 500 
400 

1,097 
1,200 

1,441 
1,509 

1930 1940 1950 1960 1970 1980 1990 2000 2010 2016

Population History 

- 13 -



About Colma 

Community Survey, and so all individuals who identify as Latino or Hispanic also belong to 
another racial category as well (i.e. black, white, other, etc.) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The average age in Colma has decreased over the past decade. In 2000, the median age was 
37, but in 2011 it was 31. This appears to be due to a growth in the 20-34 segment of the 
population, which grew from one-fifth of the total population in 2000 to one-third in 2011. 
Children under 19 comprise almost 30 percent of Colma’s population; seniors over 60 are only 
12 percent. Colma is the only city in San Mateo County whose population has gotten younger. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Colma’s median household income is $79,000, below the countywide average of $92,000.  
 
 
 
 

Race and Ethnicity 

  Colma County State 

White 32% 59% 62% 

Black 1% 3% 6% 

Asian 44% 25% 13% 

Other 20% 8% 14% 

More than one Race 3% 5% 4% 

Hispanic 40% 25% 38% 

Not Hispanic 60% 75% 62% 

Total population 1,785* 720,143 37,330,448 
Source: 2007-2011 American Community Survey 
*Includes additional population in unincorporated San Manteo County and Daly 
City immediately adjacent to Colma. 

Age of Residents 

 
2000 2011 

 
Colma Colma County State 

Under 5 years 5% 9% 6% 7% 

5 to 19 years 21% 18% 18% 21% 

20 to 34 years 21% 33% 19% 22% 

35 to 44 years 18% 12% 15% 14% 

45 to 59 years 15% 17% 22% 20% 

60 to 74 years 10% 8% 13% 11% 

75 years and over 9% 3% 6% 5% 

Median age 37 31 39 35 

Total population 1,191 1,785* 720,143 37,330,448 
Source: 2000 US Census SF1, 2007-2011 American Community Survey 
*Includes additional population in unincorporated San Manteo County and Daly City immediately 
adjacent to Colma. 
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About Colma 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
WHAT SETS THE TOWN APART 
 
The Town of Colma provides many programs, activities and events for Colma residents of all 
age groups at a reduced cost. For example, for children there are after-school programs, 
summer camp, an annual egg hunt and Breakfast with Santa. There are special outings for 
teens and trips for adults. 
 
Various classes are available throughout the year. Every year, there are selected, reduced price 
tickets for sporting and cultural events.  
 
Annual events include a Garage Sale & Clean Up Day in the spring, a Town Picnic in September, 
a Halloween House Decorating Contest, a Town Holiday Party in December.   
 
New programs and events are added each year.  
 
Residents receive a monthly LiveWire newsletter containing articles by staff on current topics 
and a calendar of events and council meetings for that month. Every four months, residents 
receive a Recreation Guide containing information on the events, trips, classes and other 
programs that are happening in that four month period.  
 
  

Household Income 

  Colma County State 

Under $25,000 10% 12% 21% 

$25,000 to $34,999 2% 6% 9% 

$35,000 to $49,999 6% 10% 13% 

$50,000 to $74,999 27% 16% 17% 

$75,000 to $99,999 22% 12% 12% 

$100,000+ 31% 44% 28% 

Poverty Rate 7.4% 7.4% 16% 

Total 585 256,305 12,433,049 

Median Income 2000 $79,313  $95,606  $64,116  

Median Income 2011 $86,640  $91,958  $63,816  

Source: Association of Bay Area Governments 

Note: Adjusted for inflation to 2013 dollars 
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About Colma 

HISTORICAL MUSEUM 
 
Since the Town of Colma was primarily incorporated to protect cemeteries, the Town 
has always been closely associated with the Town’s cemeteries and their history. The 
Town supports the efforts of the Colma Historical Association, founded on July 26, 
1993. As part of the construction of the Community Center, the Town purchased and 
refurbished the former Mount Olivet Cemetery building on Hillside Boulevard which now 
houses the Colma Historical Museum and provides the offices for the Colma Historical 
Association. In addition to the museum, the Old Colma (School House) Railroad Station 
has been relocated and restored adjacent to the museum. There is also a blacksmith 
shop and a freight building in the museum complex.
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About Colma 

2015 Sales Tax Comparison1 
 

 
 
 

 

                                                 
1 From the HdL Companies. 
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About Colma 

Where Does My Sales Tax Dollar Go? 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
Where Does My Property Tax Dollar Go? 
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6.5¢ 
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Colma 
7¢ 

 

For FY 2016-17, the Town of Colma will receive 
approximately $441,000 in property taxes. 
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In FY 2016-17, the Town will receive approximately 
$10.5 million in sales taxes. 
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About Colma 

Colma Major Employers 
 

 
 
* Based on currently issued business licenses as of 5/1/2016 

Business Name 
Number of 

Employees* Business Type 

Lucky Chances 575 
Cardroom with 

Restaurant, Coffee Shop, 
Bar and Gift Shop 

Target 274 Retail 

Cypress Lawn 189 Cemetery 

Home Depot 180 Retail 

Serramonte Ford 173 Automobile Dealership 

Home Depot Pro 171 Retail 

Best Buy 120 Retail 

Kohl’s 112 Retail 

Stewart Chevrolet & 
Cadillac 104 Automobile Dealership 

Lexus of Serramonte 103 Automobile Dealership 

Honda of Serramonte 98 Automobile Dealership 

Nordstrom 82 Retail 
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