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MINUTES 
 

City Council of the Town of Colma 
Town Hall, 1198 El Camino Real 

Colma, CA 94014 
 

Wednesday, July 9, 2008 
7:30 p.m. 

 
CALL TO ORDER  
 
Mayor Helen Fisicaro called the Regular Meeting of the City Council to order at 7:35 p.m.   

 
Council Present – Mayor Helen Fisicaro, Vice Mayor Joanne F. del Rosario, and Council Members Frossanna 
Vallerga and Diana Colvin were present.   Council Member Joseph Silva was absent.  
 
Staff Present – City Manager Diane McGrath, Assistant City Manager Laura Allen, City Attorney Roger Peters, 
Police Chief Bob Lotti, City Planner Andrea Ouse, Recreation Director Brian Dossey, City Engineer Rick Mao 
and Administrative Technician Kris Krow.  
 
Mayor Fisicaro reported that there was no action taken at the closed session meetings of July 2 and July 9, 
2008.    
 
PRESENTATIONS 
 
Mayor Fisicaro introduced Patrick Yu, Assistant Engineer, and presented him with a certificate of 
appreciation.  Patrick introduced his family.      
 
INTRODUCTIONS 
 
Police Chief Bob Lotti introduced Sergeant Sherwin Lum, who has been promoted to Sergeant recently.   
Sergeant Lum thanked the Chief for his leadership, and the Council for the opportunity to work in Colma.  
 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS 
 
Mayor Fisicaro opened the public comment period at 7:41 p.m.  

 
Mrs. Pat Hatfield of the Colma Historical Association spoke about the recent activities of the Association, and 
reminded Council about upcoming events. Mrs. Hatfield brought a new portable display, showcasing Colma’s 
history, to the meeting and invited Council and the audience to look at it after the meeting.        
 
Mayor Fisicaro closed the public comment period at 7:42 p.m.  
 
CONSENT CALENDAR 
 
Mayor Fisicaro asked if there were any changes to the consent calendar.  There were changes made to the 
minutes of the June 20 Special Meeting and the June 11 Regular Meeting.  
 
1.  Motion to Accept the Minutes from the June 11, 2008 Regular Meeting. 
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2.  Motion to Accept the Minutes from the June 11, 2008 Special Meeting.   
 
3.  Motion to Accept the Minutes from the June 20, 2008 Special Meeting.   
 
4. Motion to Approve the Warrants List for June 2008.  
 
5. Motion to Accept Informational Report on Recreation Department Programs, Activities, Events, and 

Trips for the Second Quarter of 2008. 
  
6. Motion to Adopt an Ordinance Adding Sections 4.08.500 Through 4.08.570 to The Colma Municipal 

Code, Relating to State Franchises Under The Digital Infrastructure and Video Competition Act 
(“DIVCA”).  (second reading)  

 
7. Motion to Adopt an Ordinance Amending Colma Municipal Code Subchapter 4.10 Relating To 

Governing Tobacco Retailer Permits.  (second reading) 
 
8. Motion to Adopt an Ordinance Amending Colma Municipal Code section 1.03.070, relating to the 

Health Officer.  (second reading) 
 
9. Motion Directing The City Manager To Review The Town's Conflict Of Interest Code, Submit A Biennial 

Notice By October 1, 2008, And Submit Any Proposed Amendments Within 90 Days Thereafter. 
 
10. November 4, 2008 Election   

a)  Motion to Adopt a Resolution Calling and Giving Notice of General Municipal Election on November 
4, 2008 for the Election of Three (3) City Council Members. 

b)  Motion to Adopt a Resolution Approving an Agreement with the San Mateo County Elections 
Officer for the Provision of Election Services between the Town of Colma and San Mateo County 
Chief Elections Office. 

 
11. Motion to Approve a Resolution Accepting City Manager's Resignation Pending Retirement. 
 
12. Motion Authorizing Farewell Reception on the Occasion of the Retirement of the City Manager.  
 
 
Action:  Council Member Vallerga moved to approve the Consent Calendar with Items # 1 through 12, with 
changes to the minutes as noted, seconded by Vice Mayor del Rosario and carried by the following vote: 

 
Name Voting Present, Not Voting Absent 
 Aye No Abstain Not Participating   
Mayor Helen Fisicaro      
Joanne F. del Rosario      
Frossanna “Fro” Vallerga      
Joseph Silva      
Diana Colvin      
Voting Tally 4  0   1 

 
Mayor Fisicaro commented on Item #12, and invited the public to come to a Farewell Reception in honor of 
City Manager Diane McGrath who is retiring effective August 1, 2008.    
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PUBLIC HEARING  
 
13. SEWER SERVICE CHARGES 

 
Mayor Fisicaro announced that this was a public hearing to consider protests to the Engineer's Report on 
Sewer Service Charges.   
 
City Engineer Rick Mao presented the staff report.  He explained that the Town of Colma contracts with the 
City of South San Francisco and the North San Mateo County Sanitation District to provide sewer services to 
properties in the Town. The Town pays these costs by imposing an annual sewer service charge on each 
property that used or had access to the sewer system. This is a 'pass-through' charge; that is, the Town 
charges businesses only the amount that the City of South San Francisco or the North San Mateo County 
Sanitation District charges for the property. There is only a nominal charge for residences. In accordance 
with section 5473 of the Health and Safety Code of the State of California, the Town has elected to collect 
these charges through the tax roll of San Mateo County in the same manner as its general taxes. The City 
Engineer’s report describes each parcel receiving sewer services and the amount of the charge for each 
parcel for FY 2007-08.  
 
Mayor Fisicaro opened the Public Hearing at 7:55 p.m.  Maureen O’Connor of Colma commented that the 
Town could consider a cap on sewer service fee subsidies.  The public hearing was closed at 7:56 p.m.  
 
City Engineer Mao said there were no official written protests received.  Staff had received two phone calls 
regarding the charges.   
 
Action:  Mayor Fisicaro moved to approve the Resolution Overruling Protests for Sewer Service Charges, 
Approve the Report on Sewer Service Charges for FY 2008-09 and Authorizing Payment of Certain Sewer 
Service Charges from the General Fund seconded by Vice Mayor del Rosario and carried by the following 
vote: 

 
Name Voting Present, Not Voting Absent 
 Aye No Abstain Not Participating   
Mayor Helen Fisicaro      
Joanne F. del Rosario      
Frossanna “Fro” Vallerga      
Joseph Silva      
Diana Colvin      
Voting Tally 4  0   1 

 
 
STUDY SESSION  
 
14. TOWN OF COLMA WEBSITE REDESIGN  

Demonstration of Other Cities’ Websites.  
 
Assistant City Manager Laura Allen gave a demonstration of other cities’ websites to give the Council an idea 
of what the Town’s website could look like and include.  San Carlos, Burlingame and Portola Valley were used 
as examples.   Council discussed the design and features of the websites and asked questions as Ms. Allen 
went through a live demonstration of the three websites.      
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Mayor Fisicaro opened the floor for comments at 8:34 p.m.  Maureen O’Connor of Colma commented that 
she liked the calendar feature on one of the websites.  The floor was closed for comments at 8:36 p.m.  
 
Council comments about the website demonstration included:  interest in adding a community calendar; 
adding links to the Colma-Daly City Chamber of Commerce and the Colma Historical Association; interest in 
adding features of the Live Wire on the website; and having agendas, staff reports and Council meeting 
minutes available online.    
 
COUNCIL CALENDARING 
 
Mayor Fisicaro stated that July 30, 2008 is a Special Meeting workshop at 6pm at the Community Center, and 
August 1 is the retirement farewell reception for City Manager Diane McGrath at the Community Center. 
 
 
REPORTS   
 

No reports were given.  
   
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
There being no further business Mayor Fisicaro adjourned the Regular Meeting at 8:42 p.m. in memory of 
William Giesin, the father of Suzanne Giesin who is a Town employee.   
 
Respectfully submitted,  
 
 
 
Kris Krow  
Administrative Technician  


